A Resolution

To create the Trout Unlimited Land Conservancy to promote collaboration among TU at
the national and grassroots level with the land trust community and government agencies
to conserve and restore coldwater resources and to protect and increase stream access.

Background: At the 2006 Annual meeting, a Land Conservation Work Group was created
by the NLC to work with TU staff and the Land Trust Alliance to develop a proposal to
fund and carry out land conservation projects to benefit coldwater fisheries and their
habitats and to develop the capacity of TU at the chapter, state council and national levels
to assist with this effort.

The Proposal

Overview:

(1) A TU Coldwater Land Conservancy (TUCLC) would be created in the bylaws as a
committee of TU, administered by national TU staff. Grassroots, conservation

and development staff would work together to raise the finances for staff support, and

other revenues needed to support the program. Without securing new sources of funding
the TUCLC cannot succeed.

(2) A TUCLC Council would be established to advise the program. The Council could

include: three members of the national TU staff as appointed by the president; three

members of the Board of Trustees as appointed by the Chair; three members of the

NLC as appointed by the NLC Chair; and three members of the Land Trust
Alliance as appointed by the LTA. A model for this Council is the TU Embrace a

Stream committee.

(3) The TUCLC would solicit donations to create a separate Coldwater Land
Conservation Fund to provide matching grants to TU chapters and state councils,
local and regional land trusts and public agencies to support selected coldwater
conservation easement and land acquisition projects involving willing
landowners.

(4) The TUCLC Council would develop a competitive RFP process and ranking criteria,
review all project applications and select successful grant recipients.

(5) TU state councils and chapters would identify potential projects in collaboration with
local and regional land trusts and public agencies, provide assistance in writing
grant applications and offer technical assistance in evaluating potential projects
through the Conservation Success Index (CSI).

(6) State councils and chapters would provide volunteer support and expertise for habitat
restoration and improvement projects on protected projects.

(7) State councils and chapters would collaborate with land trusts and public agencies in
negotiating conservation easements with landowners to ensure appropriate public
access for fishing, monitoring and potential stream improvement projects.

(8) TU state councils and chapters would not hold conservation easements but would
provide technical assistance to land trusts or public agencies to ensure easement
or deed terms are compatible with long term habitat protection, restoration, and
management.
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